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School-based health center to open at Brighton High this fall 

 

 
 

BRIGHTON, COLO. (June 7, 2018) – One of the key factors to student success is time in the 
classroom working alongside peers and educators.  Absenteeism, due to health concerns, can 
cause a student to miss crucial classroom time and fall behind academically. Students with 
unmet health needs or untreated psychological disorders have a difficult time engaging in 
the educational process. In an effort to meet students’ health care needs, School District 27J, 
in partnership with Kids First Health Care, is working throughout the summer to redesign 
and renovate a section of Brighton High School that will serve as a school-based health center 
(SBHC).  
 
School-based health centers (SBHCs) bring the doctor's office to the school so students avoid 
health-related absences and get support to succeed in the classroom. Services are designed 
to identify problems early, provide continuity of care, and improve academic participation. 
Treatment for most health and psychosocial disorders is more successful and less costly if 
instituted early, but many children fail to receive preventive health services, which provide 
early identification and intervention. 
 
Brighton High students will be able to rely on the SBHC to meet their needs for a full range 
of age-appropriate health care services, including annual physicals (which can be used for 
sports physicals), immunizations, sick and injury care, management of chronic conditions, 
medical screenings, mental health counseling, and health education. All students who enroll 
in the SBHC can be treated for acute illnesses, such as flu, and chronic conditions, including 
asthma and diabetes. Enrolled students will learn how to maintain a healthy lifestyle and 
prevent disease through a comprehensive health education program focused on substance 
abuse prevention, smoking cessation, sexual education, and nutrition and weight control. 
 
“The mission of 27J is to ensure that all students have the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
needed for present and future competence and success,” said Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Fiedler. “When students miss school due to illness it has a direct impact on their ability to 
learn and be academically successful. Having a school-based health center at Brighton High 
will enable students to spend less time away from school and more time in the classroom.” 
 
 

-MORE- 
 



In order to make the SBHC a reality, School District 27J is collaborating with the following 
organizations:   

 Kids First Health Care will provide health care services at the SBHC. Kids First Health 
Care established the first SBHC in Colorado in 1978 and currently operates eight 
pediatric clinics in Adams County. Kids First Health Care is committed to improving 
the health and well-being of infants, children, and youth. 

 Salud Family Health Centers will provide preventive dental services at the Brighton 
SBHC. Salud is a Federally Qualified Health Center operating 13 clinic locations and a 
mobile unit.  Salud's mission is to provide a quality, integrated health care home to 
the communities they serve.  

 Community Reach Center will provide mental health counselling for patients at the 
SBHC. Community Reach Center is a mental health center that works to enhance the 
health of the community by providing mental health care and other health services at 
multiple sites throughout Adams County. 

 
“The Brighton High school-based health center will provide a vital health care safety net and 
a greater opportunity for students to stay healthy and in school.   Research has documented 
that school-based health centers impact educational success through improving health 
status, reducing absenteeism, decreasing discipline referrals, increasing parental 
involvement, and improving readiness to learn,” said Norma Portnoy, Kids First Executive 
Director. “School-based health centers help kids advance a grade, stay in school, and 
graduate from high school.” 
 
Funding for the clinic will be provided by the following: 

 District 27J unexpected bond earnings - approximately $500,000 for construction 
 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment - $25,000 for school-based 

health clinic planning; $100,000 for first year of operations 
 Platte Valley Medical Center - Community Health Investment Program - $50,000 for 

medical equipment, IT equipment, and furniture 
 The Colorado Health Foundation -  $50,000 for outreach, needs assessment and youth 

engagement (VOIHCE Youth Advisory Board)  
 Rose Community Foundation - $30,000 for school-based health clinic planning  
 Schlessman Family Foundation - $5,000 for youth engagement (VOIHCE Youth 

Advisory Board) 
 CoBiz Financial Biz Bash- funding for dental equipment  

 
The SBHC at Brighton High is currently under construction and is anticipated to open at the 
start of the 2018-2019 school-year. 
 
Over 2,000 school-based health centers operate nationwide, according to the most recent 
National Assembly on School-Based Health Care census.  
 
 

About 27J Schools: 27J Schools educates almost 18,000 students from Brighton, Commerce City, Henderson, Thornton, and 
a portion of the city of Aurora and encompasses parts of Adams, Broomfield and Weld counties. Our mission is to equip our 
students with the tools and knowledge to succeed now and in the future – www.sd27j.org 
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Bottom/front row: Kids First Health Clinic Manager Desiree Rivera and Kids First Health Care Dental 
Program Manager Anaiz Sotelo 
Second row: Brighton High parent Mireya Davila, Taylor Kohrs Project Manager TJ Cavarra, Kids First 
Health Care Executive Director Norma Portnoy 
Third row: School District 27J Board President Roberta Thimmig, Taylor Kohrs Superintendent Mark 
Paschal, Brighton High Principal Shelly Genereux 
Fourth row: School District 27J Superintendent Dr. Chris Fiedler, Community Reach Program Manager 
Paul Wozniak, Salud Chief Dental Officer Ethan Kerns 
Top/back row: Kids First Health Care Board President Curt Stephan, Taylor Kohrs Project Engineer 
Patrick McGee and Brighton High Assistant Principal David Smith 



 
Photo 2 (L-R): Salud Dental Hygienist Richard Phillips, School District 27J Superintendent Dr. Chris 

Fiedler, School District 27J Board President Roberta Thimmig, Kids First Health Care Board President Curt 
Stephan,  Kids First Health Care Executive Director Norma Portnoy,  Salud Chief Dental Officer Ethan 

Kerns and Community Reach Program Manager Paul Wozniak.  


